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Few words from the compiler

Once I got a chance to arrange the books and files of His Holiness Syed
Manal Shah Alquadri. I came across some valuable pictures of His
Holiness. I thought if these pictures are arranged chronologically, it
would serve as a life sketch of this great personality. I sought the
permission of His Holiness to do so but he declined as he dislikes
showoff. But after much Insistence he gave permission to publish the
same. Before I start, I would like to give a short biography of his life
which I have copied from his book “the Greatest Saint Syedena Ghaus ul

Azam”.

Shyamal Kr Ghosh






A short biographical sketch of His Holiness Syed Manal Shah
Alquadri

His holiness Prof. (Dr.) Syed Manal Shah Alquadri is the 35th
descendant of the Holy Prophet (PBUH) and 22nd descendant of the
Greatest Saint of Islam Syedena Hazart Ghausul Azam. He was |
brilliant from his childhood, secured First Class First and obtained
Gold Medal both in M. A. Persian (1964) and M. A. Arabic (1966). He
was awarded Ph. D. degree on his monumental work on Hazrat Amir
Khusrau. He is an erudite scholar and has to his credit many research
books and articles. The president of India has awarded him “The
 Certificate of Honour” and lifetime monetary support for his
outstanding scholarship. He joined the University of Calcutta as a
Lecturer in 1966 and subsequently promoted to the post of Reader,
Professor and Asutosh Professor of Islamic Culture (Chair Post),
Head of the Department of Arabic and Persian and Dean of Faculty of
Arts. He also served as the Chairman of Minorities Commission,
Government of West Bengal and Ambassador of India to Tashkent
(Uzbekistan). He is the Sajjadanashin of Daira Sharif-e-Quadria,
Calcutta and Khankah Sharif, Midnapore. He is revered as ane of the
greatest religious leaders of West Bengal and authority on Islamic
Studies.

Throughout his life, he has been preaching the Islamic
tenets of love of Almighty Allah, His Prophets, His Saints and His
Creature, universal peace, moral values and humanitarian aspects
| of life. He has participated in many national and international
seminars and conferences in India and abroad and visited Mecca,
Madina, Najaf, Karbala, Baghdad, Tehran, Isfahan, Shiraz,
Samarkand, Bokhara, Tirmiz, Almaty, Jordan and many other centers
of Islamic Studies and delivered lectures. His master piece book
“What is Islamic Terrorism?” has been translated in different
languages of world and acclaimed him world wide reputation.
Inspite of all his dignities, he prefers to remain as a humble Fagir of
Almighty Allah.




Holy shrine of the greatest Prophet of Islam Hazrat Ahmed Mujtaba
Mohammad Mustafa (peace be on him)

kokok

His Holiness Syed Manal Shah Alquadri is the 35" descendent of the
Holy Prophet



The Holy shrine of the greatest saint of Islam Hazrat Ghausul Azam(RA)
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His Holiness Manal Shah Alquadri is the 22" direct descendent of
Hazrat Ghausul Azam
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The shrine of the revered father and mother of His Holiness Syed Manal
Shah Alquadri

His father Qutb e Bangala Hazrat Syed Shah Ghulam Mustafa lquadri
and his mother Hazrat Syeda Jariyatul Moula Alquadri allies Syeda
Kaniz Moula Alquadri, both were great saints of the age. Born in the
cradle of Villayat on the auspicious day of “ Gyarvin Sharif” in the
month of Jamadiual Awwal the child was also considered as auspicious
and his birth brought much fortune to the family.



Genealogical table

Hazrat Ahmed Mujtaba Muhammad Mustafa (PBUH)
(The greatest Prophet of Islam)

Hazrat Syeda Fatima tuz Zahra (R.A)

Hazrat Syed Imam Hassan (A.S) married to Syedena Ali bin Abi Talib
Hazrat Syed Imam Hassan Musanna (R.A)

Hazrat Syed Abdullah Mahaz (R.A)

Hazrat Syed Musa Joon (R.A)

Hazrat Syed Abdullah Sani (R.A)

Hazrat Syed Musa Sani (R.A)

Hazrat Syed Dawood (R.A)

. Hazrat Syed Muhammad (R.A)

10.Hazrat Syed Yahya Zahid (R.A)

11.Hazrat Syed Abdullah Jili (R.A)

12.Hazrat Syed Abu Saleh Musa Jangi Dost (R.A)

13.Hazrat Syed Abu Muhammad Mohiuddin Shaikh Abdul Qadir Jilani (R.A)
14.Hazrat Syed Abu Bakr Abdur Razzak Alquadri (R.A)

15. Hazrat Syed Shah Shamsuddin Abu Saleh Nasrul Alquadri (R.A)
16.Hazrat Syed Shah Ahmed Alquadri (R.A)

17.Hazrat Syed Shah Shahabuddin Alquadri (R.A)

18.Hazrat Syed Shah Badruddin Alquadri(R.A)

19.Hazrat Syed Shah Alauddin Alquadri(R.A)

20.Hazrat Syed Shah Qasimuddin Alquadri (R.A)

21.Hazrat Syed Shah Ahmed As- Sani Alquadri(R.A)

22.Hazrat Syed Shah Sharafuddin Alquadri (R.A)

23. Hazrat Syed Shah Ibrahim Alquadri (R.A)

24.Hazrat Syed Shah Abdul Jalil Alquadri (R.A)

25.Hazrat Syed Shah Ahmed As-Sales Alquadri (R.A)

26.Hazrat Syed Shah Hidayatullah Alquadri (R.A)

27.Hazrat Syed Shah Umar Mashuqullah Alquadri (R.A)

28.Hazrat Syed Shah Abdul Qadir Abdullah Al-Jili Alquadri (R.A)
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29.Hazrat Syed Shah Zakir 29. Hazrat Syed Shah Roushan
AliAli Alquadri (R.A) (own brother) Alquadri (R.A)

1
Son of Hazrat Syed Roushan Ali Alquadri(R.A)

A

Hazrat Syed Shah Tufail Ali Alquadri (R.A)

30.Hazrat Syed Shah Mehr Ali Alquadri (R.A)
[

31.Hazrat Syed Shah Murshed Ali 32 Hazrat Syed Shah Wali
Alquadri (R.A) (own brother) Murshed Alquadri (R.A
32.)
33.Hazrat Syed Shah Irshad 33. Hazrat Syed Shah Mohiuddin
Ali Alquadri (R.A) Haroon Rashid Alquadri (R.A)
[ ]

34.Hazrat Syeda Jariatul Moula 34.Hazrat Syed Shah Golam Mustafa

Urf Kaniz Moula -------------------- married tO--------------- Alquadri(R.A)
their son

35. His Holiness Syed Manal Shah Alquadri

10



Educational career

His Holiness Syed Manal Shah Alquadri was a brilliant student from

his child hood. He passed almost all his examinations with distinction.
He passed the M.A. Examination in Persian in the year 1964, stood
FIRST CLASS FIRST AND OBTAINED GOLD MEDAL two years later
he appeared at the M A. in Arabic , and also stood FIRST CLASS FIRST
and obtained GOLD MEDAL

GOLD MEDAL FOR PERSIAN

GOLD MEDAL FOR ARABIC
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He has been awarded Ph.D degree for his monumental work on the

Diwan of the greatest Persian Sufi poet of India Hazrat Amir Khusrau

Holy Shrine of Hazrat Amir Khusru (R.A)
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Service

His Holiness Prof. Dr. Syed Manal Shah Alquadri joined as a whole

time Lecturer in the Department of Arabic and Persian on 3 August
1966 in the University of Calcutta

University of Calcutta

Subsequently he was elevated to the post of Reader, Professor,
Asutosh Professor of Islamic Culture (Chair Professor) and Head of the
Department of Arabic and Persian and also Dean of the faculty of Arts,

in the University of Calcutta

13


http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/7d/University_of_Calcutta_cropped.JPG

On the invitation of the Imperial Government of Iran His Holiness
Syed Manal Shah Alquadri visited Tehran, Isfahan, Shiraz and Mashhed
and delivered lectures

Tehran University

where His Holiness delivered a Lecture on Sufism which was highly
appreciated
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His Holiness became the Chairman of West Bengal Minorities
Commission in 1996 and remained till 1999.

His Holiness during the chairmanship of W.B Minorities Commission

with his member at Bhavani Bhavan, Kolkata
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Newspaper reports of His Holiness becoming Chairman of W.B.

Minorities Commission.
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HIS HOLINESS BECAME DEAN OF THE FACULTY Of ARTS
OF THE UNIVERSITY OF CALCUTTA IN

18



This prestigious award is given to the scholars after the age

of sixty years by accessing their life time contribution

o

It

The President of India His Excellence A.P.J. Abdul Kalam conferred
upon His Holiness Manal Shah Alquadri India’s highest educational
award,ie ‘Presidential Award of Honour’ for his erudite scholarship and
granted life time monetary support(scholarship).
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Government of India finding him most suitable appointed him as
Ambassador of India to Tashkend, Uzbekistan.

His Holiness with His Excellency Mr. Islam Karimov, the President of
Uzbekistan.

THE ACCREDIATION CEREMONY
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After completing his tenor as an Ambassador
when he came back to Kolkata the Hon’ble Chief Minister of West
Bengal Smt. Mamta Banerjee entrusted him the task of looking after
West Bengal Urdu Academy as Vice Chairman of which she is the Chair

person.

His Holiness Manal Shah Alquadri after taking charge as the Vice-
Chairman of Urdu Academy.
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Religious attainments

As stated earlier His Holiness Syed Manal Shah Alquadri was born in
the cradle of Vilayat. He was inducted in the spiritual world (became a
murid) at very early age of seven by the greatest saint of the age
Ghause- Zamana Hazrat Syedena Syed Shah Irshad Ali Alquadri(R.A)

The holy shrine of Ghaus e Zamana Hazrat Syed Shah Irshad Ali
Alquadri (R.A)
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Unfortunately soon after Ghous- e- Zamana left this mounded world
for heavenly abode, the responsibility of his spiritual training fell upon
his revered father and mother

His Holiness Syed Manal Shah Alquadri has to undergo many
spiritual exercises like , pas-e-anfas chilla, wird —e-Ism-e-Azam, wazifa
ba muakkal, , salate Ghausia, muragaba, ehtesab-e- nafs, zikr-e-jali wa

khafi, gasida-e- burda, Qasida- e-Ghausia efc.

. He preferred to pray under the open sky in the lonely deserts, bank
of river (Qasai Nadi) near Gope forest, which are nearer to his Khangah

Sharif where he used to go often.

23



Hazrat Maulana Yaqub Qadri, Mufti Azam —e-Darbar Sharif, Kolkata
taught him Hadith, Tafsir, Figah and most difficult text of Arabic and
Persian, he also learnt Persian from his mother who was a great scholar

of the subject and Arabic from his father who was a versatile scholar of
Arabic

24



When he became equipped with religious knowledge and spiritual
training one day his father before a mammoth gathering on 1 9" Febuary
1985 at Annual Urs Sharif at Khankah Sharif, Miabazar Midnapore
bestowed upon him the Khilafat and Iljazat of Quadria silsela and
ordered him to preach the tenets of Sufism.
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Bengali translation of Khilafat Nama Given by Qutb e Bangala Hazrat
Syed Shah Gholam Mustafa Alquadri (R.A)
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KHALAFAT NAMAH

The Sajjadanashin of Dargah Hazrat Nizamuddin Aulia (R.A), the
renowned saint Hazrat Syed Pir Zamin Nizami (R.A) finding all the
qualities of perfect Sufi in His Holiness, bestowed the Khilafat and ljazat
of Chishtia, Nizamia,Fakhria,Sulaimania orders.

|

-

¥

Hazrat PirZaman Nizami Syed Bokhari bestowing the Khalafat and Ejazat

(vicegerency)and spiritual robe in the assembly of mashaiq at the Shrine of Hazrat
Nizamuddin Aulia (R.A)
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Bengali translation of Khilafat Nama given by Hazrat Pir Zamin
Nizami (R.A)
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As a providential favour when Makhdumzada Hazrat Imam Ahmed
Sharafi (R.A) last visited Calcutta he bestowed the Khalifat of Firdausia
silsila, stating that “perhaps this is my last visit to Calcutta, as I have
no male descendant to carry the job of spreading the silslia, I am
bestowing upon you this Niamat-e-Uzma which I received from

)

generation to generation.’

The holy shrine of Maqgdum e Jahan, Hazrat Sharafuddin Yahya
Manari,Bihar Sharif
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Bengali translation of Khalafat Nama given by Hazrat Imam Ahmed
Sharafi (R.A)
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In 1980s His Holiness felt the need of his Khankah, He purchased a
land at 40C, Shamsul Huda Road, Kokata-17 (Park Circus Area) from
his own earnings. His revered father Qutb-e-Bangala His Holiness Syed
Shah Gholam Mustafa Hazrat Alquadri laid the foundation, one after
another the Mashaiq present there placed bricks, the foundation was
completed. But there was no money at the disposal of His Holiness to
build the Khankah. One fine morning by the grace Almighty the officers
of Industrial Bank came, and provided the entire fund needed for
construction of Daira Sharif-e-Quadria. Now it has become a great
centre of Sufism and Spiritualism
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Daira Sharif-e-Quadria, a great Centre of Spiritualism

His Holiness giving speech on the occasion of Annual Yazdahum Sharif
at Daira Sharif e Quadria. On the stage sitting from left to right Janab
Dr. Syed Kaiser Asad (second son in law of His Holiness), Pirzada Syed
Md Mimshad Firdausi (third son in law of His Holiness) with him his
son Syed Hasnain Firdausi, Pirzada Syed Md Igbal Shah Alquadri (the
only son, Khalifa and Sajjadanashin of His Holiness) with him Syed Md
Mumaiyaz Hossain son of Dr. Asad and His Holiness.

Now, due to the blessings of the Holy Prophet (S.A) and Hazrat Ghausul
Azam (R.A) he has been able spread the silsilas not only in India but
also in the and abroad
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TWICE HIS HOLINESS PERFORMED HAJ

Hajis performing Tawaf in Khana e Kabah
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WENT TO MEDINA SHARIF FOR GETTING THE BLESSINGS OF
THE HOLY PROPHET

37



Paid homage at the Shrines of Hazrat Imam Hassan and other
Sahabas in Jannat ul Baqui for seeking their blessings

38



Holy Shrine of Hazrat Ali (A.S) about whom the The Holy Prophet
said “I am the city of knowledge and Ali is its gate”.

His Holiness went to the holy shrine of Moula e Kaainat Hazrat
Ali(A.S)to seek entry into the gate of spiritual knowledge and receive his
grace

39
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From there His Holiness went to the Holy Shrine of Hazrat Imam
Hussain (R.A)to evoke his blessings

40



Paid Homage at the Holy Shrine of Hazrat Zainab (R.A)

41



Saught the blessings of Hazrat Abbas (R.A)

42



His Holiness went to Meshhad to pay homage at the shrine of Hazrat
Imam Reza (A S )

43



Went to the Holy Shrines of Hazrat Imam Musa Kazam (A.S) and Hazrat
Imam Mohammad Taqi (A.S) known as Kazman Sharifain in Iraq and
evoke blessings.
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His Holiness visited the shrine of Hazrat Imam Bokhari (R.A) in
Uzbekistan. With him Pirzada Syed Md Igbal Shah Alquadri and others.
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SECOND HAJ

His Holiness performed Haj second time in 2006.

His Holiness sitting with other Hajis
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His Holiness was invited by the Government of Baghdad to attain

International Conference on the Holy Prophet

His Holiness went to Baghdad, stayed there for eleven days praying at
the Holy Shrine of Hazrat Ghaus ul Azam (R.A) and seeking his
blessings.
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His Holiness paid homage to the shrine of Hazrat Khawja Gharib
Nawaz Moinuddin Chishti (R.A) several times.
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As His Holiness married a descendant of Hazrat Nizamuddin Aulia

(R.A) he is a frequent visitor to the shrine of this great saint and also
attends his Urs Sharif at Delhi.
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MEETING OF TWO AUSPICIOUS STARS

It has been a tradition of the family of the Holy Prophet (S.A) to make
matrimonial relations within the family. The Holy Prophet (S.A) had two
grandsons Hazrat Imam Hassan and Hazrat Imam Hussian. The Family
of Hazrat Imam Hassan migrated from Madina and spread throughout
the world. One of the descendants of Hazrat Imam Hassan was Hazrat
Ghausul Azam, the greatest saint of Islam, settled at Baghdad. His
descendant after a long journey from Baghdad travelled through Hama,
Iran, Afghanistan came to India to spread Islam and Quadria order and
ultimately settled at Calcutta. The descendants of Imam Hussain also
spread throughout the world. A branch of this family went to Bukhara,
Samarqgand and crossing the Himalayas ultimately settled at Delhi. The
great saint Hazrat Nizamuddin Aulia was one of them. His Holiness
Syed Manal Shah Alquadri (a descendant of Hazrat Imam Hassan),
after fourteen hundred years met his cousin Hazrat Syeda Nurul Ain
Bukhari (descendant of Hazrat Imam Hussian)at his bridle chamber
when their marriage was solemnised by their guardian at Delhi. It is
described as Qiran us Saadain (the meeting of two auspicious stars) by
Gulzar Dehlavi an eminent Urdu poet of India. He described this
auspicious conjunction in a beautiful poetry given below:
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His Holiness Hazrat Syed Shah Gholam Mustafa Alquadri (R.A) with
Shri G.S.Pathak, the then Vice President of India and Hazrat Pir
Zamin Nizami Syed Bokhari (R.A) during the marriage ceremony of His
Holiness Syed Manal Shah Alquadri
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Social and religious activities

Holiness is revered as great religious leader and social reformer.

His Holiness Syed Manal Shah Alquadri welcoming His Excellency
Shri V.V.Giri the then President of India. From right to left H.E V.V.Giri,
Pirzada Hazrat Moin Nizami and His Holiness Pir Zamin Nizami Syed
Bukhari.
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His Holiness conducting the function at Urs Mahal, New Delhi in
which the then President H.E. Shri Giyani Zal Singh is addressing the
gathering.
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His Holiness Syed Manal Shah Alquadri garlanding the then
President of India Mr. Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed at the Urs Mahal at
Hazrat Nizamuddin Aulia, New Delhi.
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His Holiness during Urs Festival at Urs Mahal New Delhi.

From right to left Mr. L.K.Advani, Hazrat Pir Zamin
Nizami,Mr.P.M.Sayeed His Holiness S.M.S.Alquadri and Mr. Faiz
Ahmed Faiz , the celebrated poet of Urdu (on the mike)
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His Holiness garlanding Shrimati Indira Gandhi, the then Prime
Minister of India
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His Holiness presenting a bouquet to H.E.Janab Hamid Ansari, the
Vice President of India with him is Mr. Ahmed Sayeed
Maliahabadi ,M.P (Rajya Sabha)
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His Holiness with Shri Pranab Mukherjee, the then Foreign Minister
of India at a programme in Tashkent.
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His Holiness addressing Ambassadors of other countries at Indian
Embassy, Tashkent
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His Holiness during dinner with Shri S.M.Krishna, Hon 'ble Minister
of Foreign Affairs, Govt. of India at Tashkent.

His Holiness presenting a bouquet to H.E Janab A.R.Kidwai, the then
Governor of West Bengal on the occasion of Annual Urs Sharif held on
3F algoon corresponding to 1 6" February 1999 at Khankah
Sharif ,Mia Bazar, West Midnapore
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His Holiness addressing the gathering during the presence of H.E
Janab A.R.Kidwai, the then Governor of West Bengal, Hazrat Syed
Akhter Jamil Alquadri (R.A) and Gulzar Dehlavi at Urs Sharif at
Khankah Shairf,West Midnapore
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His Holiness with H.E. N.K.Narayanan, the then Governor of West

Bengal
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Honorable Mr. Siddhart Shankar Roy, Former C.M of West Bengal
releasing the book “Islam and Taslima Nasreen” authored by His
Holiness at Press Club ,Kolkata.On this occasion Janab S.M.Murshed,
L.A.S (Retd), Pirzada Syed Md Igbal Shah Alquadri and Shyamal Ghosh
are also present.
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Newspaper report of release of book “Islam and Taslima Nasreen’in February 2008

Shri Pranab Mukherjee , the then Defense Minister of India releasing
the book “What is Islamic Terrorism ?” authored by His Holiness in

July 2004 at Press Club ,Kolkata
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His Holiness with Prof. Sapan Pramanic V.C Viddiya Sagar
University, Honorable Mr. Pranab Mukherjee, the then Defense
Minister, Prof. Ashis Roy Vice Chancellor, University of Calcutta

4 KUMAR §
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His Holiness with Shri Nitish Kumar, the then Chief Minister of Bihar
and Hazrat Syed Saifuddin Firdausi, Sajjadanashin Dargah Hazrat
Makhdum e Jahan (R.A) on the occasion of 3day International Seminar
on Hazrat Makhdum e Jahan Shaikh Sharafuddin Yahya Maneri (R.A)
held at Bihar.

|

His Holiness shaking hand with Shaikh , the religious leader of
Uzbekistan
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His Holiness with Pir Sahib of Baghdad Shairf Hazrat Abdullah and
Hazrat §.5.M.A.Khorasani during prayer at Bazme Quadria (Khankah
Sharif), Dhaka
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On the occasion of Annual Milad un Nabi held at Keshpur Khankah
Sharif from right to left ,His Holiness Syed Manal Shah Alquadri ,
Sajjadanashin (Head Priest) ,Khankah Sharif e Quadria o Chishtia,
Keshpur, West Midnapore with Pirzada Syed Shah Marhoonul Irshad
Alquadri(eldest son in law of His Holiness), Pirzada Syed Md Igbal
Shah Alquadri, Pirzada Syed Mustershed Ali Alquadri and Pirzada Syed
Mustafa Jamil Alquadri

View of Masjid e Ghausul Azam at Keshpur Khankah Sharif
constructed by His Holiness S.M.S.Alquadri. He is also the Mutawalli of
the said Mosque.
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The first prayer at Masjid e Ghausul Azam held on the day of ‘Juma’
on . On this occasion from left to right His Holiness, Janab
Haider Aziz Safwi, Hon’ble Minister of Inland and Water Transport,
Govt. of West Bengal, Pirzada Syed Md Igbal Shah Alquadri, Pirzada

Syed Shah Marhoonul Irshad Alquadri, Syed Mashuf ul Irshad Alquadri,
and Janab Giyasuddin Molla, Hon ble Minister of State of Minorities
and Madrasah Education, Govt. of West Bengal
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His Holiness with the dignitaries of Kolkata

From left Janab.Wais Qarani, Pirzada Syed Mohammad lgbal Shah Alquadri,
Janab S.M. Haider, Shri Pradip Bhattacharya, the then President, West Bengal
Pradesh Congress, His Holiness Huzur ,Shahi Imam Janab Maulana Noorur
Rahman Barkati, Janab Sohrab Ali, M.L.A, Janab Abdul Karim Chowdhury
Minister in Charge, Dept. of Mass Education and Library Extn, Govt. of West
Bengal and Janab Rugbanur Rahman, M.L.A
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On the occasion of wedding ceremony of Pirzada Syed Md Igbal Shah

Alguadri, the only son and Naib Sajjdanashin of His Holiness Syed
Manal Shah Alquadri.

Left to right His Excellency the Ambassador of Egypt, His Holiness,
Hon’ble Sdharta Shankar Ray, Former Chief Minister of West Bengal,
Pirzada Syed Md Igbal Shah Aqluadri, His Excellency Shri Gopal
Krishna Gandhi, the then Governor of West Bengal and His Excellency
the Ambassador of Uzbekistan to India.
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From right to left Janab Syed Ghulam Mustafa (father in law of His
Holiness s’ only son)His Holiness, Hon ble Sdharta Shankar Ray,
Former Chief Minister of West Bengal and Pirzada Syed Marhoonul
Irshad Alquadri.

Even the opposition leaders pay due respect and honour to His
Holiness
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His Holiness with Shri Biman Bose, Chairman of Left Front, West
Bengal in a conference

His Holiness praying during a Iftar Party, Smt. Mamata Banerjee
sitting on his lefft.
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His Holiness Professor Dr Syed Manal Shah Alquadri talking with
Smt Mamata Banerjee.
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His Holiness praying during an Iftar Party at Park Circus Maidan,
Kolkata under the presence of Smt Mamata Banerjee, Hon ble Chief
Minister of West Bengal, Shri Suvon Chatterjee, Hon ble Mayor of
Kolkata and Maulana Noorur Rahman Barkati,Shahi Imam Tipu Sultan
Mosque.
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Masjid Sharif e Ghausul Azam

Keshpur, West Midnapore

78





